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Covid-19 safety information for students who have been invited in to college from 15 June 2020
By now you should have been contacted by a member of staff to ask you to attend college. You should have been given details about the dates and times of your attendance. The following information provides further details about how to keep yourself and others safe while on site, along with arrangements for travel, catering and the steps the college has taken to comply with government guidance on social distancing. We have extended our academic year to the week of 20 July; this means that you may be asked to attend college in July. This is a summary of a more detailed guidance sheet which is attached. 

Transport

College bus services will revert to their normal timetable from 15 June. This means you can catch a college bus from your usual stop at your usual time. Connecting services to Station Park and Oddicroft Lane will also operate as normal. However, if there is a different way that you can get to college (i.e. walking, cycling or driving), then you should use this method. This is in line with government guidance. 

We cannot guarantee how many students will be on the buses and whether this means you will be able to keep 2 metres apart from other passengers. The government issued new guidance on the use of public transport on 4 June, this states that a face covering MUST be worn on public transport, this includes the college buses. Some face covering for those of you that may not have them will be available on the buses for your use. If you want to continue to use a face covering in college, this is entirely your choice, but is not a requirement. 

Catering

There will not be a normal catering service on any site. However, we will provide every student attending college with a free packed lunch. This will be available for collection from the canteen on your site at a designated time and your tutor will release you from classes or workshops to collect it. You will be designated a place to sit in the canteen to eat your lunch. Please make sure you stay at your designated place, as this will be cleaned after you have used it. 

Classrooms and teaching

Students will be taught with a very small number of other students. This will enable us to ensure that students are spaced 2 meters apart in classrooms and workshops. Classroom tables and workshop spaces will have been taped-off to allow this to happen. Please do not sit at a table or occupy workshop space that has been taped-off, and it is important that you occupy a table or workshop station on your own and stay at the same ones all day. At the end of a session all surfaces will be deep cleaned. Please bring your own stationary (pens, paper etc). You may not have your normal tutor, as staff have been put on a rota to teach smaller groups of students. 

Learning support

If you normally receive support in classrooms this will be available when you are on site. However, this may not be your usual member of support staff. Some support coaches will also be available. 

The use of equipment and tools

The college will provide anti-bacterial wipes in each of the work areas being occupied by students. Please use these to wipe-down equipment and tools before and after you use them along with keyboards and other items that you might use. There is no need for you to wipe down desks as these will be cleaned at the end of the day. 

Use of toilets

Please maintain a 2 meter distance in toilets. Some of the sinks and all urinals will have been taped-off to ensure this – please do not use these. Toilets will be cleaned very regularly throughout the day. 

Hand-washing

Please make sure that you wash your hands very regularly. Particularly wash hands when arriving at college, when you are going on breaks and before and after you eat or drink anything. Follow guidance on handwashing i.e. for 20 seconds, making sure you use soap and water. There will be hand-sanitiser around the college sites, which should be used when hand-washing using soap and water is not possible. 

Cleaning

The college has employed additional cleaning staff. They will work throughout the day focusing on door handles, push plates on doors and ‘high-traffic’ areas. 

Getting around the site

We will operate a one-way system on stairwells and are asking everyone to use the left-hand side of corridors so that a 2 meter distance can be maintained. Only one person at a time should use lifts.  

We hope this answers some of your questions and allays any fears. However, if you would like to contact us to ask anything at all prior to your return, please email: enquiries@wnc.ac.uk
